
Community Preservation 
Fund
Case Study

Town of Red Hook



A History of Preservation

• 2003 – Voters approve purchase of 
development rights 83% approval

• 2006- Red Hook seeks permission 
from Albany

• 2007 – Voters approve CPF 
referendum



Red Hook Determines Agricultural Business 
District Area



West Kerley Corners Assemblage

• 8 properties- adjoining already protected land
• Voluntary program – landowners submit application
• Partnership with the federal government, county, and land trusts
• USDA 50%, Scenic Hudson 25%, Red Hook CPF 25%



Building upon a critical mass



Preserving farmland – an economic boost to 
farms and farmland

• First farm protected by New York State
• Farm expands – with sale of development rights
• Proceeds from 2nd conservation easement funds infrastructure
• End result; revenues increase 70%

Case Study – Mead Orchards







Cold storage building
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