
OUR MISSION
Scenic Hudson preserves 
land and farms and creates 
parks that connect people 
with the inspirational 
power of the Hudson River, 
while fighting threats to the 
river and natural resources 
that are the foundation of 
the valley’s prosperity.

Cari Watkins-Bates
Director of Land Conservation
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OUR 
MISSION
Scenic Hudson 
preserves land and 
farms and creates parks 
that connect people with 
the inspirational power of 
the Hudson River, while 
fighting threats to the 
river and natural 
resources that are the 
foundation of the valley’s 
prosperity.



Protecting the 
Hudson Valley’s 
Natural Treasures
THE FOUNDATION OF OUR 
HEALTH, ECONOMY AND 
QUALITY OF LIFE
‣ 48,000+ acres conserved for 

wildlife/biodiversity, clean air/water, 
scenic beauty

‣ 65+ parks, preserves and historic sites 
created or enhanced for public 
enjoyment

‣ over 20,000 agricultural acres 
conserved on 135+ farms for fresh, 
local food

Iconic views Exceptional wildlife habitat

Productive farmland World-class landscapes



CONSERVATION PRIORITIES
Protecting the Hudson Valley’s most important 
scenic, agricultural and ecological land through 
innovative and collaborative strategies.

• Saving the Land That Matters 
Most

• Hudson Valley Conservation 
Strategy 

• Foodshed Conservation Plan
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• Purchase of land and easements

• Working in partnership

• Leveraging public and private 
funds

LAND 
CONSERVATION
Preserving land in the Hudson 
Valley

SCOFIELD RIDGE

TALIAFERRO FARMS



• The plan offers a strategic framework for 
farmland protection. 

• Coordinating and providing context for 
individual projects. 

• Driving factor in securing additional 
$20million funding from New York State. 

FOODSHED CONSERVATION
Securing Fresh, Local Food for the Region



FOODSHED CONSERVATION
Securing Fresh, Local Food for the Region

• 5,390 farms, 731,860 acres

• 9 Priority Conservation Clusters



FOODSHED CONSERVATION
Securing Fresh, Local Food for the Region

• Wallkill Valley - North

















RED HOOK
Dutchess County

• 28 Farms, 3,100 acres

• 20 Partnership projects

• $13.5 million ($6.4 million from 
Scenic Hudson 

• ~60% of farmland protected



REGENERATIVE 
AGRICULTURE
Regenerative agriculture 
encompasses farming and 
grazing practices that improve 
natural resources, rebuild soil 
organic matter, capture carbon 
in the soil, restore soil 
biodiversity, and increase yields 
and on-farm climate resiliency.

WATER QUALITY

FOOD PRODUCTION

CARBON

RESILIENCY



Questions & Answers

Cari Watkins-Bates
Director of Land Conservation
cwatkins@scenichudson.org 
https://www.scenichudson.org/our-work/conservation/farms/
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